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improbable an hypothesis, that it could scarcely even be suggested without the support of overwhelming evidence. And when the student further ascertains, not merely that it is supported by no evidence of any kind whatsoever, but that the whole idea of it, when consistently thought out, proves to involve the greatest inconceivability ever dreamt of by man, he will perhaps regard the claim of vitalism to escape the burden of proof as one of the most presumptuous and regrettable incidents in the whole history of human error and superstition.
But the believer in vitalism (it need hardly be said) is not unbiassed. It is obvious that, whatever may be the reason, humanity evinces a strong bias in favour of any kind of spiritual belief. I do not allude merely to the wide generality of religious beliefs. Those beliefs are, indeed, mainly erroneous, as will be admitted by nearly all, even of those who hold them. For whatever sect or religion we belong to, we are in a minority as compared with the totality of other religions prevailing in the world; and if we believe that our own religion is the true one, we ipso facto believe that the majority of mankind are in error. It is less to this fact that I refer, however, than to the fact that every materialistic advance has been met with the most vigorous opposition of the Church, the people, and often the civil government. The history of the progress of materialistic science is a history of persecution, and however we may account for it, the fact remains that the normal mind has a strong disinclination towards materialistic doctrines, or, in other words, a strong bias in favour of spiritualistic doctrines. It is this bias which causes vitalism still to be maintained and supported, notwithstanding the extreme discredit into which science and logic have brought it.
On the other hand, the belief in vitalism is least where knowledge of the facts is greatest. The problem of vitalism and mechanism is a problem of physiology; and it is certain that of aU classes in the community, the physiologists